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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance   2017-5
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: January 10, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: NCIS; R; F
Date of Analysis: January 13, 2017
Type of Action: Appropriation; Agreement Authorization; Approving Positions
Bill Summary: The ordinance appropriates $116,800.00 ($87,000.00 from the State of  Florida, Division of Library Information Services, and a City match of $29,000) to execute Project 16-LISTA-b-02,  Opportunity Works @ JPL, an Adult Literacy GED® and ESOL Educational Program, as initiated by B.T. 17.040; it approves and authorizes the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute the Library Services and Technology Act Grant Agreement between the State of Florida, Department of State, and the Consolidated City of Jacksonville for an on behalf of the Jacksonville Public Library; it provides for City oversight by the Jacksonville Public Library; it approves positions, as initiated by R. C. 17-062; emergency passage is requested.
Background Information: The purpose of the appropriation is to execute Project 16-LISTA-B-02, Opportunity Works @ JPL.  Opportunity Works @ JPL is an adult literacy GED® and ESOL educational program designed to provide support and access to Duval County residents in the areas of Adult Education and Digital Literary with the goals of obtaining or advancing in employment and/or achieving basic quality of life improvement personal goals; e.g., taking the GED® test, learning English, or establishing an email account.  The grant is scheduled to commence upon City approval, with funding expiring on September 30, 2017.
Opportunity Works @JPL and GED® workshops will be piloted in the following libraries: Main Library – 303 Laura Street North 32202, Highlands Regional Library – 1826 Dunn Avenue 32218, Dallas Graham Branch Library – 2304 Myrtle Avenue 32209, Olga L. Bradham and Etta L. Brooks Library- 1755 Edgewood Avenue West 32208 and Charles Webb Wesconnett Library – 6887 103rd Street 21110.JPL serves 680,334 resident and non-resident card holders yearly.  Many of these customers are unemployed or underemployed adults who lack a high school diploma and/or have limited literacy skills.  The five library service areas targeted for the program have an average population of 20.4% without a high school diploma.  Opportunity Works @ JPL addresses this concern to ensure participant access and improvement in educational, digital skills and workforce opportunities.

The nature of the emergency request is that the submission of the grant on August 1, 2016 anticipated an October 1, 2016 approval from the State. JPL did not receive notification until November 3, 2016, and therefore request emergency passage to have a reasonable amount of time to execute the grant requirements.

Policy Impact: Jacksonville Public Library
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates $116.800.00.
Analyst: Jackson
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